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SUGAR-HOUSE   WORK.
In the manufacture of sugar, a majority of the sugar-houses have
the greater part of the apparatus made of copper; that is, that which is
the most immediately instrumental in converting cane and other juices       /
into sugar.
There have been various devices used in the production of sugar,
which have advanced in efficiency with the research in the science of
chemistry. I shall lay before the reader a few only of the best hereto-
fore in use. It should be understood our object is not to write of the
operation, or give an explanation of the merits of these machines; we
have .chiefly to do with the manufacture of that part of the apparatus
which is made of copper; that is tieches, open evaporators, defecators,                        -j
boilers with their appendages, and vacuum-pans.
In the Western States of America, almost everybody has seen the
sorgham pan in operation; converting the cane juice into molasses;
and while the production of molasses is the only object sought, if the
operation was carried further on with suitable contrivances, the sugar
could be granulated and separated from the juice on a small scale similar
to that of large sugar-factories, which was the case in the primitive
stages of sugar making.
While in the employ of Pontifex & Wood and *other places in Lon-
don, several kinds of sugar apparatus came prominent under notice
in the shop and at the Sugar-Houses, in the shape of defecators for
clarifying, and evaporators for concentrating sugar liquor; and we
shall now describe some of the contrivances which have replaced the
Tiech for evaporation, and close with the Vacuum-pan.